






BIOMASS

The WSM biomass Super
Shredders combine the efficiency
of a high-speed mill with the
durability of a heavy-duty grinder.
Available with rotor widths from
1,524 mm x 2,235 mm (60 in-88
in), these machines deliver higher

tip speed for smaller,
consistent fibre sizing;
increased screen area for
more thru-put; and flexible/
interchangeable tooling.

The largest WSM biomass
Super Shredder – the

massive Model 4888S – features a
1,219 mm (48 in) diameter by
2,235 mm (88 in) long rotor, and
operates with 400-800 hp to
convert high volumes of pre-
processed biomass materials. The
Super Shredders have superior
production rates of up to 100 t/h,
thereby eliminating the need for
multiple machines. 

WSM biomass Super Shredders
include AR interior wear liners,
modular sizing screens, dual
pivoting hydraulic housing, and
reversible/replaceable hammer
tips for reduced maintenance and
operating costs. IFI

West Salem introduces biomass ‘Super Shredders’

A tough job for the Crambo Heavy Duty

Since 1997, the UTL
Verarbeitungs und
Dienstleistungs

(Mecklenburg-Vorpommern,
Germany) has processed up to
20,000 t of biogenic waste into
quality-assured compost every
year. Today, compost is still the
core business, but that is going to
change.

“In the future UTL will focus
more on processing used wood
and fuel wood, along with
marketing biomass fuels,” Kurt-
Jürgen Hille, Chief Executive of UTL
Verarbeitungs und Dienstleistungs
said. “Without a doubt, this is a
decision that has great potential.” 

He and his employees are
depending on their new
“colleague”, a Komptech Crambo
5000 Heavy Duty. “The more
precisely we can meet the quality
and quantity requirements of the
regional utility operators, the
faster we can get established as a

supplier of high-quality biomass
fuel,” Hille pointed out. 

But finding the right machine
was no easy task. “On the one
hand we need a low-speed
shredder to break up used wood,
rootstocks and trunks, while on
the other hand the machine needs
to work like a high-speed
shredder to prep gardening and
other green waste for
composting,” he said of the
requirement profile. 

For a long time, Hille could not
find a machine capable of filling
both requirements. But then at a
demonstration he saw the new
Heavy Duty Edition Crambo 5000,
and was immediately convinced –
“This was the do-it-all, has-it-all,
machine I was looking for.” 

What really got the Chief
Executive’s attention were the
special technical features of the
Heavy Duty edition. With 480 hp
instead of 446 hp, the Heavy Duty

has up to 10% more throughput.
Stronger gears and new bearings
designed for extreme loads deliver
high reliability even under the
heaviest use. The armoured sickle
teeth are also new. Their special
alloy with embedded carbide
crystal gives them up to twice the
life of conventional teeth. The

shredding drum is also protected
by armour in high-wear areas, for
a longer life. 

Hille was so impressed that he
enlisted the mobile dual-shaft
shredder for duty there and then,
forcing the Komptech employee to
return home without 
his demonstrator machine. 

Komptech’s Crambo Heavy Duty edition

The massive Super Shredders 
have speeds up to 100 t/h

Morbark names 
new spearhead
Leading manufacturer of forestry, sawmill, and wood recycling
equipment, Morbark, has named James Shoemaker Jr as President.
Shoemaker replaces Lon Morey who will remain as the Chairman of
Morbark’s board of directors.

Prior to his appointment, Shoemaker served as Morbark’s Vice
President of Operations and as a board member. He joined Morbark in
2003 as the Manager of Operations and has held numerous positions in
the company. Prior to joining Morbark, Shoemaker spent 25 years with

the Jervis B Webb Co managing operations,
accounting, and supply chain.

“We are fortunate to have a leader like
Shoe, who can step up and move the
company forward during this critical time,”
Chairman Lon Morey said. “He not only has
the extensive operations, accounting, and
supply chain experience, which will be
instrumental in our global expansion, but he
also has extensive experience in change
management.”

Jim Shoemaker Jr
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Rudy and Aaron Pelletier, well-known from
the TV show American Loggers on the
Discovery Channel, have paid a visit to

Bruks Mobile Chippers in Sweden. Rudy and
Aaron learned that Bruks for more than 50
years has manufactured machinery for the
biofuel market. Products are sold all over the
world and more than 10,000 chippers have
been built in the company’s Swedish and
German facilities. At the company’s assembly

unit for mobile chippers in Norrborn /Bollnäs,
not far from Bruks’ headquarters in Arbrå, the
special guests had the opportunity to see for
themselves how a real mobile chipper is built
up from scratch. 

“They had a look at the assembly of our best-
selling mobile chipper, the Bruks 805.2 STC to
be mounted on a forwarder,” the manufacturer
stated proudly. “This multi-function machine
with a high-dumping chip bin is powered by a
fuel-efficient diesel engine and chips effortlessly
tops and branches, parts of trees and round

wood up to 50 cm in diameter. Rudy and Aaron
even got to see how Swedish loggers actually
use these machines. Tops and branches from
logging operations were being gathered and
then chipped to biofuel at the roadside by a
BRUKS 805.2 STC on a Rottne forwarder.” 

Tomas Forsell was the Swedish logger Rudy
and Aaron met at the logging site. Tomas runs
the company TF Flis (‘flis’ meaning chips) in
Bjursås, central Sweden and has ample

experience in the production of fuel chips. The
company has owned quite a few Bruks chippers
over the years and today operates, among other
machinery, two truck-mounted Bruks chipping
units, one of them newly delivered, as well as a
Rottne forwarder with a new Bruks chipper. TF
Flis also does other contracting work for the
forest industry.

Rudy is one of seven brothers running
Pelletier Brothers, a trucking and contracting
company in Millinocket, Maine. Also four of the
brothers’ sons are working in the company,

among them Aaron, one of Rudy’s brothers’
sons. They are cutting over 750 000 m3/y from
four different ‘logging camps’ in northern
Maine, at the Canadian border. Some 100
employees live at those camps during the week,
often several forest road hours away from
civilization. They are using their company
trucks to transport logs to sawmills and pulp
mills frequently located on the other side of the
border. 

Also the construction and maintenance of
forest roads in the area is taken care of by the
company. 

Rudy said that although it is difficult also in
the US to find skilled drivers, many – including
a lot of adventurers – had been trying to get a
job at their company ever since its appearance
in the American Loggers show. Their
participation in the show has been both
positive and negative for them, as it has cost
them a lot of time during the three seasons the
show has been running. In each season, they
were basically living with the TV crew 24 hours
a day three weeks at a time, with one week off,
for eight months. 100 hours’ worth of footage
was cut down to one hour on the TV screen. The
main reason for them to participate was to get
a chance to give the broader public better
insight in modern forest use and its respect for
the environment to help improve the reputation
of forestry operations. Today the Pelletier
brothers don’t have any chippers, but who
knows – one day we might see a BRUKS mobile
chipper in American Loggers. www.bruks.com

US celebrity loggers
make trip to Sweden

John Deere adds high speed felling head option for J Series Feller Bunchers

The guests with the
Bruks Mobile team

(from left) Kerstin
Waagen, Klas-Håkan

Ljungberg, Aaron
Pelletier, Rudy

Pelletier, Thomas
Treppe and Ola

Galfvensjö
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Rudy Pelletier and Ola Galfvensjö, 
Manager for Bruks Mobile Chippers, 
in front of the chipper

John Deere’s new FR21B high-rotation felling
head is now available on its 700J-Series tracked
feller bunchers, providing faster cutting speeds
to help loggers be even more productive.

“Loggers everywhere are always looking for
new ways to harvest more trees per shift, and
we’re working to meet those needs,” Neil
Harber, Product Marketing Manager with John
Deere Feller Bunchers, said. “This new felling
head option will help them spend less time
tracking and more time cutting.”

The new FR21B high-rotation felling head is
available on both the 753J and the 759J Series
models. A Deere-designed high-rotation wrist
delivers best-in-class accumulation capacity

among medium sized disk-saw felling heads,
enabling loggers to cut more trees and track
less often. It also provides improved tree
holding and tree alignment, and it features
easy service access to further improve
productivity.

With their large cutting swaths, advanced
hydraulic systems and cabs designed for
maximum operator productivity, John Deere’s
compact J-Series tracked feller bunchers are
ideal choices for tight or steep-sloped
logging. These new options enhance 
J-Series benefits to maximise logger
productivity.

www.deere.com/forestry
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The two companies already work closely
together and Efco decided to fit the new
Oregon PowerSharp system onto its Efco

41 cm (16 in) MT3700 petrol chainsaw and
make it available throughout the UK and its
worldwide distribution network.

“PowerSharp is a revolutionary sharpening
system for petrol and electric chainsaws up to a
16 in length,” Managing Director of Emak UK
(distributors of Efco brand), Neil Turner, said.
“We have fitted the special Oregon PowerSharp
saw chain, guide bar,  and the clip-on
sharpening kit to our saw creating the world’s
first self-sharpening chainsaw. The
revolutionary combination was unveiled
recently at the SALTEX exhibition and interest
was high. 

“Professional users and amateurs alike know

that a chainsaw can
lose its cutting edge
simply by touching a stone,
soil or metal. It is a tedious and
skilled job to resharpen manually
and you can be off the job for a long
time, which is the main complaint we hear
from customers.

“The PowerSharp attachment simply clips
into two holes on the special guide bar with the
PowerSharp chain, and the sharpening action is
activated by pressing the attachment against a
solid object while running the chainsaw. A
petrol saw will be back in the cut in no more
than 3-5 seconds.  Problem solved.”

Oregon launched PowerSharp in the UK
earlier this year, and it is already available from
more than 200 dealers across the country.

“The Efco and PowerSharp combination is a
market first,” Managing Director of Oregon
distributor, Blount UK, Alan Warburton said.
“Customer feed-back about the combination
package is extremely encouraging. They benefit
from a healthy discount compared to buying
the saw and PowerSharp system separately.”
www.powersharp.co.uk 

Komatsu has developed a control system for
harvester heads being used with simple
excavators.

The MaxiXplorer Head control system has
many advanced functions, but is simple to use
and easy to install. It is a combined software
and hardware kit that consists of a system
computer, a PC, a display, joysticks, and all
fixtures and fittings. The interface is Windows
based, which makes it familiar to many
operators and support personnel.

The MaxiXplorer Head is able to control
pressures and flows of the hydraulic systems
used on different carriers. Settings can easily be
navigated and changed on the wireless

ergonomic keyboard. Processing is controlled
using a choice of two different types of
ergonomic joysticks. All the important functions
normally found in the control systems of
Komatsu’s wheeled forest machine are included.
These include the anti-slip system, optimised
cross-cutting, and a database management
system for production data, tree size data and
operation reports. Optimised cross-cutting can
be carried out using a simple tool which allows
log price lists to be created. The system accepts
an unlimited number of assortments, as well as
length and diameter classes.

Provision is also made for multi-tree
accumulation, switches between the top and

bottom saws, automatic tilting after the last log
is cut, registration of felled trees that were not
processed, highlighting trees that were felled
for use as biofuel, manually selecting the
length for cuts, and hydraulic pressure and
temperature monitoring.

www.komatsuforest.com 

The UK’s first quick-sharpening chainsaw

Komatsu’s MaxiXplorer control
system to improve communication

The PowerSharp has contractors
back on the job with 

a sharp chain in 
3-5 seconds

Mecanil XG 220 multi-function grapple
Mecanil has introduced a multi-function
grapple (available in four models ) with a
saw and shear for felling.
The shear (cutting knife) is used to fell
very small trees, while the saw is used
for larger trees. The XG220 is a
combination of two of Mecanil’s existing
products, namely the EG250 energy-
wood felling head and the SG220 saw-
grapple. The XG220 also works well as a
conventional loading grapple.

Mecanil has designed the grapple to
be robust, yet lightweight and requiring

little oil flow. Installation is simple due to
the limited hydraulic requirements. It can
be installed on harvesters, forwarders
and excavators.

The XG220 is also available with a self-
powered wireless remote control. The
patented remote control does not require
battery changes, as it is charged when
the felling head is in use. This further
simplifies installation of the felling
grapple, as no electrical wires need to be
installed on the crane. 

www.mecanil.fi

The first quick-sharpening chain saw on the UK market is
the result of an initiative between Efco and Oregon
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The Multitasking 
Cat 568 forest 
machine is making
itself known
Caterpillar Forest Products introduced the 
Cat 568 forest machine (FM) earlier this year 
and it has been well received by the marketplace.

The unit delivers more
performance, while
consuming less fuel, than

the previous model. Highlights
include a 16% increase in hp, more
efficient hydraulics, longer track
frames for more stability, and
ground-level accessibility for
maintenance.

Cat forest machines are
versatile, purpose-built machines
that can be customised to perform
many forestry applications. The
568 is available in a general
forestry configuration for road
building, site preparation and
processing; and in a loader
version for log loading, shovelling,
butt-n-top loading and woodyard
applications. The 568 is the
largest in the four-model FM line.

Two pilot machines were tested
on logging contractors’ work sites
in Northwest US. Over 2,400 hours
in total were logged on the
machines by at least eight
operators. Their feedback was
critical to validating machine
design and component life and
fine-tuning features.

The 568 is powered by the new
319 net hp Cat C9.3 ACERTTM
engine, which provides increased
power and torque as compared to
the C9 engine in the 330D FM. The
568 also has more hp than
competitive machines in the same
class. 

In designing the C9.3 engine to
meet US Tier 4 Interim emissions
regulations effective this year, new
technology was incorporated to
ensure that changes to meet
emissions requirements would not
reduce the life of the system,
increase operating costs or reduce
productive uptime. The new
engine is more powerful and burns
less fuel than the previous C9.

The electronic-controlled high-
pressure air system includes a
new turbo, a new cylinder head
design and an integrated valve
cover and thermostat. The fuel
system includes a new high-
pressure pump, electric priming
pump, injectors and high-
durability fuel lines. The standard
fuel capacity has been increased
to 1,442 litres.

The 568’s hydraulic efficiency is
10% higher than with the 330D
FM. Pumps and other system
components are improved and
reduce parasitic power losses. The
hydraulic valve arrangement and
the resized and reshaped oil
passages – unique to Cat
hydraulic excavators and the 568 –
enable freer oil flow. Operators
will notice the machine runs more
smoothly and responds more
quickly. Also, less engine effort is
required to move oil through the
hydraulic system, which translates
into fuel efficiency gains of up to
5% over the 330D FM, depending
on application.

The Flexxaire programmable
reversing fan to blow debris out of
the radiator and maintain
optimum engine temperature, is
now included as standard
equipment. Also included as
standard is the starting aid for
cold weather, which includes two
extra batteries, high capacity
starter motor, heavy-duty cable,
jumper start lines, ether aid and
block heater.

The redesigned one-piece
engine hood and larger filter,
cooling and hydraulic
compartments make servicing
components easier. Spin-on fuel
and oil filters are accessed from
the ground level. Hydraulic
housing, including filters, is now

situated inside the hydraulic tank
to help prevent contamination.
Ports and valves are easily
accessed to extract fluid samples
for analysis through Caterpillar’s
S•O•SSM Services Program. 

The 568 structure is purpose-
built for duty in the woods with a
wide, tall, reinforced carbody,
rugged swing bearing, heavy
doors and extra guarding. Track
frames are 4 m (13 ft) longer than
in the 330D, resulting in 18% more
stability and load handling
performance. The upper structure
weight and stresses are
distributed evenly across 10 track
rollers, as compared to nine track
rollers in the 330D.

Pilot machine operators
commented on the stability. Bryon
Brown with Tim Brown Logging in
Castle Rock, Washington,
operated the 568 pilot for about
60 hours of shovel logging and 12
hours of loading trucks. “All the
shovel logging was done on steep
ground – probably at least 20%
grade and some up to 50%. The
new Cat 568 is a very stable
machine. It operates fine on steep
ground,” he reported. “Some of
the logs we picked up to load on
the truck were 40 ft (13 m). long
and in the 15,000-16,000 lb
(6,750-7,200) range. It doesn’t
have any trouble picking them up,
very stable.”

Josh Cloke, also with Tim Brown
Logging, operated the 568 pilot
for about 25 hours. He added: “It
has great walking power to walk
over anything; very stable on
steep ground; great for logging
great big logs.” 

The excavator mass and reach
linkages and purpose-built log
loader boom and stick sets are
built for heavy-duty applications.

Increased steel thickness on the
rear and centre section of the
boom, the side sections of the
stick, and internal reinforcement
plates increase the durability of
general forestry HEX linkage
arrangements.  

The 568 is available with either
over/under or under/under log
loader linkage with matching heel
arrangements. Over/under (heel
boom cylinder on topside of stick
and stick cylinder on underside)
provides more lift height,
maximises reach and tucks the
heel up closer to the stick for
more clearance for high-decking in
a wood yard. The swing priority
circuit on the 568 uses a new
electric valve that’s operated by
the machine’s improved Electronic
Control Module (ECM). Compared
to using a hydraulic valve, an
electric valve allows for more
finely tuned control when loading
or shovelling.

“The swing power in the new
Cat loader is incredible, especially
in tree length timber. It’ll swing
anything the grapple will hold on
to,” Brown said. 

Changes to the cab enhance
functionality and operator
comfort. The LCD monitor is 40%
larger than in the 330D FM and is
equipped with a buzzer to warn
the operator of critical events,
such as low engine oil pressure or
overheating. The AC unit and
ducting is improved and the new
heated air suspension seat is
standard.

www.cat.com/forestry
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Multisaw has supplied the
sawmilling industry with machines
for over two decades, and prides
itself on developing unique
machines at competitive pricing.

The latest bandsaw design fits
these principles entirely: the first
of its kind in the sawmilling
industry, and set to impress even
the most sceptical of sawmillers.
Multisaw has a preference for
wide-band technology, yet it
understands the need for a more
affordable, cost-effective, lower
production solution in sawmills.
Narrowbands, despite their
smaller price tags and lower
power requirements, quite simply
lack the durability and technology
of the wideband machine.
Multisaw began to question:

where is an intermediate system,
with affordable gear, that has the
capabilities of sawing at speeds
and accuracies similar to the
bigger band saw brothers?

Sensing the gap in this market –
and always up for a challenge –
Multisaw set about developing a
revolutionary, affordable product.
The Titan Hybrid Range of
Narrowband Bandsaws was the
result.

The TH Narrow bandsaw is a
hybrid of wideband design and
technology and narrow band size
and cost. By incorporating
improved resilience and precision
alignment, the TH Narrowband is a
cost-effective, durable saw-milling
machine.

Features include:
• Sturdy components
• Heavier machine structure
• Charka pressure guide system
• SG cast iron bandsaw wheels.
Multisaw offers the band saw in
35, 50, 65 or 80 mm blading
options.

“Using the Titan Hybrid Narrow
bandsaw in conjunction with
Droste technology will result in

improved ability of your sawmill,
higher cutting speeds, thinner kerf
and longer blade life,” the
company stated. “The
combination of these two
technologies is set to take
intermediate bandsaw milling
capabilites to a new level.” 
For more info contact
luke@multisaw-sawmilling.com.

www.multisaw.com 

Multisaw develops
Hybrid range

Utility vehicles storm forestry shows

International Forest Industries
was on deck at the recent
SkogsElmia show and couldn’t

help but notice the armies of
utility vehicles being presented by
various manufacturers. It has been
a similar case for other industry
shows recently and so it is not
surprising that sector leader John
Deere has made a play to become
the foremost supplier for this
burgeoning market with the
release of its latest Gator
Crossover utility vehicle. 

The global manufacturing giant
claims it is “easier than ever” to
handle tough terrain with a full
equipment load now that its Mid-
Duty XUV 550 and 550 S4
crossover utility vehicles have
been released. They offer off-road
performance, improved comfort,
cargo versatility, and the ability to
transport up to four people across
the “most challenging
landscapes”.

“These new vehicles provide an
unparalleled balance of off-road
performance and work capability
at a very affordable price,” Tactical
Marketing Manager for Gator
utility vehicles, David Gigandet,
said . “The new John Deere Gator

XUV 550 and 550 S4 are a great
compliment to our popular line-up
of XUVs, and offer the most
comfortable way to get you, your
crew, and all your supplies to
those hard-to-reach destinations.” 

With best-in-class, fully
independent, double wishbone
suspension, the Gator XUV 550
and 550 S4 provide 225 mm (9
inch) of wheel travel, and up to
262.5 mm (10.5 inch) of ground
clearance to smooth out the ride.
In addition, for the 550, either
standard high back bucket seats
or bench seats are available. The
550 S4 comes standard with two
rows of bench seats.

“Operators will not only
appreciate the smooth ride, they’ll
love the all new ergonomically
designed operator station,”
Gigandet continued.  “The
development of these new Gators
started in the operator’s station,
so they offer ample leg room,
storage and dash mounted,
automotive-type, controls.”

The Gator XUV 550 and 550 S4
deliver mid-duty work capability
with speed and ease.  Both
vehicles have a top speed of 45
km/h, and 4-wheel drive to

quickly
traverse all
types of
terrain.
The 16-hp,
570 cc, air-
cooled, v-
twin gas
engine
provides
greater
speed and
hp than
most
vehicles in
its class, and the cargo box can
carry up to 180 kg (400 lb) of gear.
In addition, the 550 is small
enough to fit in the bed of a
standard pick-up truck.

For a larger crew and cargo
versatility, the 550 S4 provides
rear seat flexibility. Two additional
passengers can be transported in
the rear seat, or if more cargo
capacity is needed, the rear seat
flips down to become a cargo rack.

“The rear seat flexibility in the
Gator XUV 550 S4 is truly
innovative,” Gigandet said.  “The
S4 can transport up to four
people, but for the times when
you need to carry more gear, the

back seat can become more useful
in seconds and increase your
cargo space by 32%.”

The new Gator XUV 550 models
are available in Realtree
HardwoodsTM HD Camo or
traditional John Deere green and
yellow. There are also over 75
available attachments and
accessories to customise all Gator
XUV models, such as, cabs, brush
guards, and custom alloy wheels.
In addition to the XUV 550 and
550 S4, John Deere also offers the
625i, 825i and the 855D to round
out its full line of crossover utility
vehicles. 

www.deere.com/forestry
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Lucidyne Technologies Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 33

www.lucidyne.com

MPM Engineering . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

www.mpmeng.com

Multisaw . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28

www.multisaw-sawmilling.com/

Parsons Chain USA . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 55

www.parsonschainusa.com

Peterson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . IFC

www.petersoncorp.com

Ponsse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . FC

www.ponsse.fi

Price LogPro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 31

www.logprollc.com

RWFBron . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 39

www.bronrwf.com

SEPPI M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 49

www.seppi.com

Springer Maschinenfabrik AG . . . . . . . . . . . . 35

www.springer.eu

Svetruck . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5

www.svetruck.com

USNR . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25

www.usnr.com

Ventura . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 52

www.venturamaq.com

Wallingfords . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21

www.wallingfords.com

Wood-Mizer . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

www.woodmizer.com
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